STAND ALONE Stéphane Bigonil + Antoine
Mortemard

Convention Center

Rouen

Located in the ancient commercial harbor, this project focuses on the extension of an old
storage hangar between the railroad tracks and the Seine River, allowing it to house an au-
ditorium and exhibit spaces. In the middle of the building, a large mashrabiya captures and
diffracts light. At night, the lattice becomes a lantern, emerging from the floor beneath the
hangar’s frame. The auditorium sits partially beneath the old hangar, a concrete structure
independent of the existing building frame. The surprise lies at the end of the room how-
ever, when the back wall of the stage opens, and the harbor is invited to join the conversa-
tion — to a greater or lesser degree, depending on the rotation of the vertical blinds.

T | Exterior view, facade
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PROJECT FACTS

Address: Quai de Boisguilbert, 76000 Rouen, France. Engineers: Ima Ingenerie, Louis Choulet, Orfea.
Scenographer: Thierry Guignard. Client: La Crea. Completion: 2010. Gross floor area: 1,800 m?. Area
of largest auditorium/conference room: 330 m?. Number of conference rooms: Large: 1. Total visitor
capacity: 350. Number of restaurants: o. Context: Exhibition center. Parking and public transport: bus.
Number and size of administration offices: 3, 86 m?. Setting: city center.
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